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An eye for the exotic

Multi-instrumentalist to hold record release show in Montreal

MONTREAL — Be it a bansuri or a ba wu, a mocheno or a Chilean ocarina, flutist Ron Korb is in his element when playing these exotic instruments.

Korb launches his new DVD/CD "Ron Korb Live" at Monument National Café on Monday.

Korb, who calls Toronto home, became interested in playing flute at an early age. In elementary school, he first learned to play the recorder. He then learned the transverse flute — also know as the Western concert flute. With his interest piqued, Korb ventured on a musical hunt for similar wind instrument treasures.

"I find them exotic," he said.

Korb has traveled the globe, studying and collecting these instruments from Japan, China, Indonesia, Cambodia and Ireland. He spent two years in Tokyo studying traditional court music and bamboo flutes.

"The bamboo flute is where I really found my expression," Korb said.

Korb plays about 16 wind instruments in all. Occasionally, he plays piano, too. But a Cambodian flute called a pie pook is one of the most unusual instruments Korb says he has ever played. Pronounced "pay pook," Korb learned to play from Arn Chorn Pond, a master pie pook player, an activist, and a member of the Cambodian Master Performers Program. It encourages the continuation of Cambodia’s traditional music, which was ravaged by the relentless terror of the Khmer Rouge era.

Korb has performed on a number of soundtracks including Ang Lee’s "The Ice Storm," Atom Egoyan’s "The Sweet Hereafter," the 3D IMAX film "Space Station," and the new film starring Annette Benning, "Being Julia." He says that his latest project was an attempt to capture the essence of a live recording.

"You make all these records, but then, when you actually play the music live, it completely changes," Korb said. "It’s just the nature of playing live, there’s a unique energy level."

Korb said it seemed natural to make "Ron Korb Live" to demonstrate the nuanced qualities of a live performance.

"So that’s what I wanted to achieve and I’m very happy with the result," he said.

The DVD also offers lots of special features including an instrument dictionary.

"It lets you interactively look at all of the instruments that I play," he said. "It offers the sound of the instrument as well as a description."

Dozens of instruments are offered, and Korb is proud of the feature.

"It was a lot of work, a lot of programming," Korb said. "But it’s a great feature."

"Ron Korb Live" is available at Archambault music stores throughout Montreal and at:

 http://www.ronkorb.com
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