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Recorded live in concert at Mont Arthabaska, Quebec, Ron Korb’s 8th CD features original compositions that present a variety of world music traditions fused with jazz or pop. This U of T Faculty of Music grad has lived in Japan, where he studied the traditional flutes of that country, and has traveled the globe in search of rare wind instruments, studying with local masters.

 “Ron Korb Live”, for which there is also a DVD, features Ron playing flute, bamboo flute, bass flute, Irish tin whistle, low whistle, Chinese di tze and Japanese shinobue, with masterful accompaniment by his band of seven musicians on guitars, mandolin, Japanese koto, piano, b3 organ, accordion, violin, acoustic bass, Stick®, drum kit, a variety of percussion, and French Canadian foot tapping. 

What I enjoy is the variety represented by each track, ranging from lively Celtic jigs to meditative Japanese Gagaku, Spanish, Latin and Jazz styles. The playing is polished and refined, and the instrumentation varies from track to track presenting the listener with a fresh palette of sound each time. I particularly enjoyed the bass flute bits, the Caravan Prelude featuring Japanese flute and koto, and the solo Angkor Sunrise (imagine yourself in Cambodia...). Kudos to Ron Korb for this joyful mélange. 

Karen Ages 

