Ron Korb Live - CD & DVD Review

Humble Dragon Entertainment
I love this cd. Ron Korb's music is the kind that puts you in a good mood, in spite of yourself! Feeling low? Put on Ron Korb Live and while you may not get whipped up into a frenzy, you will most certainly feel better.  Flutist Ron Korb has a way of taking the happy melodies of East Asia and the Celtic world, and giving them sophistication and style. And if you've never seen him perform live, the companion DVD will provide you with the ambiance of his engaging and hip world music jazz ensemble. 

Listening to the sprightly first track 'Shadow Dance', you can just see Ron's flowing mane swirl across his shoulders, his black leather pants glistening. With seventeen tracks and a total playing time of over seventy-five minutes, Ron Korb Live takes you on a fully satisfying journey all over the globe. Only smatterings of the flutes in Ron's repertoire are featured here but the variety of sounds and rhythms is pleasing indeed. Recorded on a winter's eve in the Pavillon at the peak of Mont Arthabaska in Quebec, this must have been an awesome concert to witness.

'Shadow Puppets' with its lively African rhythms and sensibility, is a favourite track. Bill Evans shines on piano on two other personal faves, the mellow Celtic jazz tunes, 'Castle Moon' and 'Green Eyed Maiden'. The step dancing of Dominic Grenier and fiddling of Alain-Francois specially featured on 'Harvest Jig', can be fully appreciated on the DVD, which features footage of the performance of twelve songs, archival music videos, an interview with Ron,  some great photos and a handy audio dictionary of some 26 kinds of flutes, percussion and stringed instruments. Ron Korb Live very neatly escapes the insipidness of much New Age atmospheric flute music by fusing sharp, crisp, guitar, percussion and keyboards with beautiful flute melodies. It's a keeper.

Available in Toronto at Sunrise Records, Sam's and HMV.
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