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Alum writes Olympic theme song

'Expect the World' wins contest to help promote Toronto bid


by Bruce Rolston
July 9, 2001 -- A University of Toronto alumnus is behind the theme song for Toronto's Olympic bid.
Ron Korb, who graduated from the Faculty of Music in 1987, is waiting with the rest of the city for word of the announcement on whether Toronto will get the Olympic Games, expected early Friday morning. "Expect the World," a song he cowrote with Donald Quan graces the bidding team's website and is played at events promoting the bid.
Korb, who has eight solo albums of his own, heard news of the competition to write the music and lyrics for a theme song last November, to be performed and recorded by the Toronto Symphony Orchestra. "I was trying to write a song about Toronto, it's ethnic diversity, it's ethnic expression. The selection committee liked the approach I took with it."
"I think a theme song actually helps in a lot of ways," he said. "It's a way to galvanize support. Having a song also helps demonstrate that Canada and Toronto can get the arts and culture portion of the Olympic bid together."
Although he is no stranger to songwriting or international exposure, it was still a thrill for Korb to hear his song performed by 300 singers and a 90-piece orchestra for the first time late in June. The Toronto native is hopeful for the bid's success, saying his touring the world to play flute has only convinced him of his home city's unique beauty. 
You can  visit Korb's own website here.
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